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WILLIAM
T HE Y E A R S

TO THE

DUNNINGTON

GOVERNORSHIP

b y RUBY L EACH CARSON

If any contemporaries of William D. Bloxham (18351911) made any inquiries concerning the family background of Florida’s two-term governor, they left no record of his ancestry. As the son of a Leon county planter,
born and reared in the heart of the political scene in
Florida, his presence required no explanation. The War
for Southern Independence, and then Reconstruction,
of epic importance, engrossed men’s thoughts. Even
Bloxham’s activity in statecraft was sufficiently important and picturesque to focus journalistic attention upon
the man’s achievements almost to the exclusion of his
earlier background.
This little was known about the family: His father,
William Bloxham, had come from Alexandria, Virginia,
to the new territory of Florida in 1825 to seek his for1
tune. But whom had the elder Bloxham left behind?
Which Bloxham ancestor had left the old world to begin
life in the new? When the author of this biography began
research in 1943, the only answer to these questions was
the legendary reply: “Bloxham’s grandfather had been
a wealthy shipbuilder in Alexandria after coming from
2
England to America."
City and county records failed to lend any support
to the legend. While the writing of this biography proceeded, the first chapter of the work remained unwritten.
Contact with the governor’s elderly widow, his second
wife, was made. Although hitherto unknown biographical
data concerning his closing years resulted, this correspondence yielded nothing about his family. It remained
for Dr. James Miller Leake, professor of history at the
University of Florida, who was directing the thesis from
which this article is abridged, to find a clue. Browsing
in The Diaries of George Washington he came upon
1. James Bryan Whitfield, William Dunnington Bloxham, Appendix
to the Journal of the Florida State Senate, 1935, p. 30. Hereafter
referred to as Whitfield, Bloxham.
2. Ibid.
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(April 1, 1786) : “About noon, one James Bloxham, an
English farmer from Gloucestershire arrived here with
letters of Recommendation.”
A search in Washington’s writings revealed m u c h
more about this 3farmer. James Bloxham had been highly
recommended. After the Englishman’s arrival at Mount
Vernon he had spent nearly six weeks looking over the
place before entering into an agreement. The new farm
manager was “a man of parts, if one may judge by the
4
contract, which was signed at Mount Vernon on May
31, 1786, and which provided a salary of sixty guineas
a year, with a home and other inducements added.
In present-day values, this would be a high salary
for such work. To Bloxham, however, it was more than a
salary. It offered an opportunity in the new world to
recoup the family fortunes and perhaps a return eventually to their former station. James Bloxham had been
deprived of his birthright by an ancestor who, according
5
to tradition, had gambled away the Bloxham inheritance.
Washington expected to learn from Bloxham, for
the benefit of his five plantations, the best practices in
English scientific farming. Twenty-six days after the
contract was signed, Washington wrote George William
Fairfax :
The character given me of him by Mr. Peacey is
full and ample, and his appearance and conversation
being much in his favor, I have agreed to give him
sixty guineas pr. ann: For his services, and find
him and family provisions, a house to live in, a garden to work and two Cows to furnish them with
milk. In consequence thereof he has written for his
6
wife and children to come to him.
3. Washington to Fairfax, Washington, Writings, June 26, 1786, vol.
28, p. 469. See also Ritter, H. L.: Washington as a Business Man,
New York, 1931, pp. 70-74.
4. Joseph D. Sawyer, Washington, II, 316.
5. Bradley, English Surnames. Statements included in compilation
under call number C S 439. B 673, "Pedigree of Bloxham,” Genealogical Section of Library of Congress, Washington, D. C.
6. Washington to Fairfax, June 26, 1786, Washington, Writings, vol.
28, p. 469.
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Ten guineas of Bloxham’s first year’s pay was used
to bring his wife, Mary, and their four children to Amer7
ica. During the rest of the year plans were being made
for the crossing. Washington took an active part in this:
I have a farmer . . . . He has now written for his
wife to come to him, with her children, and to bring
with her some seeds, implements of Husbandry &ca.
8
to this Country.
In February 1787 the family arrived at Mount
Vernon. By January 7, 1788, the adjustment to life in
America had been made, because on that date Washington wrote to Peacey that Bloxham and his family were
in good health and appeared to be contented with the
9
country.
The second son of this family, James, was to be the
grandfather of the Bloxham who would in another century and in another state, restore prestige to the ancient
family name. He was ten years of age when his father
left Washington’s employ and invested his savings in a
10
farm on “Hunting Creek” in the same county.
Bloxham had been in Washington’s employ four
years when the break came in what had been a satisfac11
toryrelationship. The unhappy termination of this
relationship, the cause of which is not explained, seems
the only possible explanation for the silence with which
Bloxham’s descendants seem to have cloaked their ancestor’s connection with George Washington. There is
reason to believe that the Florida governor lived his
long and useful life without having had the satisfaction
that such knowledge would doubtless have given him.
James must have remembered always the years
spent around what was probably the world’s most famous
plantation, Mount Vernon ; but pleasures he might have
7. Ibid., Contract between Washington and Bloxham, pp. 444-446.
8. Ibid., Washington to Welch, November 15, 1786, vol. 29, p. 66.
9. Ibid., vol. 29, p. 356. Washington to Peacey, January 7, 1788.
10. Fairfax County, Vt., records. Deed. Book Y, p. 14. July 20, 1795.
11. Washington, Writings, vol. 31, pp. 36, 37, Washington to Whiting,
April 14, 1790.
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associated with those childhood days could very well
have been clouded by recollections of his father’s ulti12
mate unhappiness there.
Death came to the elder James Bloxham less than
three years after moving to the new home. The estate,
which consisted of forty acres, went to the oldest son,
13
William.
The son James became a planter, like his
father, and his estate joined that of his brother, Wil14
liam. No record of the younger James Bloxham’s marriage has been found, but it probably took place when he
was in his early twenties, as he was twenty-four years
15
of age when his first child, William, was born in 1805.
In 1825, at the age of twenty, William Bloxham went
to the new territory of Florida to make his home. No
other member of his family accompanied him. He was
to prosper in Florida, where he would become a Leon
county planter. That would explain why, upon returning
to Virginia in 1859 because of the death of his father,
he could well afford to relinquish his share the estate,
which was quite modest, consisting mainly of slaves.
William Bloxham’s name appears on this deed in the
Fairfax county records :
Whereas by the death of BLOXHAM who
died intestate in Fairfax County, and who was my
father, leaving both real and personal estate undivided among or between his heirs . . . I now therefore
the said BLOXHAM residing near Tallahassee, in Florida, but being now in the City of Alexandria, Va., on a visit to my relatives, for and in
consideration of my affection and respect for my
16
brother
BLOXHAM.
. . .

*

12. Idem.
13. Fairfax County, Va., Records, Deed Book MM, no. 2, p. 52.
14. Ibid., Deed Book ZZ, no. 2, p. 126. William Bloxham’s land is
described here as being “about 1 mile from Alexandria town, and
on w. side of the new Turnpike road and adj. land of James
Bloxham.”
15. Date on William Bloxham’s headstone, St. John’s Episcopal
Cemetery, Tallahassee.
16. Fairfax County, Va., Records, Deed Book B, no. 4, p. 90.
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This document, dated May 7, 1859, attests that William Bloxham, who goes down in history as the father
of Governor Bloxham, had never severed the family ties
which bound him to his relatives in Virginia.
William Bloxham was an obscure young man after
his arrival in Tallahassee just one year after that city
had been His name did not appear on the public
records for several years. In 1829, however, he presented
himself at the Market House of Tallahassee to vote for
17
a delegate to represent the new territory in Congress.
The following year, when he was 25 years of age,
Bloxham married Martha Williams, the 15-year old
18
daughter of Captain Drury Williams, a well-to-do planter whose 400-acre plantation was located in Leon county
19
eight miles east of the capital. The family had moved
20
to Florida Georgia. Martha’s fine character, culture and refinement were such as to cause her to become in later years when her son was famous, almost a
legendary character. She was delicate physically and
21
needed and received the devoted care of her husband.
Three years after their marriage, William and
Martha Bloxham purchased 100 acres which was the
nucleus for their first plantation. It was located about
22
ten miles northwest of Tallahassee.
On July 9, 1835, Martha gave birth to a son, William
23
Dunnington Bloxham. While he grew into boyhood his
father continued buying up the land about him, until in
17. The original 1829 voting list is preserved in the State Library,
Tallahassee.
18. Leon County, Fla., Records, Marriage License Book, vol. 1. The
year of Martha’s birth was 1815, according to the date on the
headstone of her grave in St. John’s Episcopal Cemetery in
Tallahassee.
19. Leon County, Fla., Tax Book for 1829, State Library, Tallahassee.
20. Ibid., Miscellaneous Proceedings, May 19, 1826, to December 18,
1841, Will of Drury Williams, p. 200.
21. Mrs. Gertrude Bloxham, widow of Governor Bloxham, correspondence with the author. Hereafter referred to as Mrs. Gertrude
Bloxham correspondence.
22. Leon County,, Records, Deed Book D, p. 384.
23. Whitfield, Bloxham, p. 30.
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1844 he had accumulated 1,200 acres. In 1856 William
Bloxhamwas taxed forslavesvaluedat$25,000andreal
25
estate valued at $11,600. “Billy,”as playmates called
the younger Bloxham, grew up knowing the happy side
of plantation life in the Old South. He had a horse, he
26
went hunting and fishing and, like other small boys on
plantations, he probably had a negro boy near his own
age as a personal slave.
Like any normal boy, young Bloxham loved fun and
was full of mischief. His mother’s tubercular condition
probably caused her to guard her young son’s health with
unusual zeal, for he remembered all his life the asafoetida
which she kept attached to a string around his neck,
expecting it to ward off disease. The boy was devoted
to both parents, who were very ambitious for him; and
his father’s lectures about the importance of his amounting to something made a deep impression on him, for he
27
spoke of them frequently in later years.
His adolescent school days were spent at Brownwood
28
Institute, a preparatory school at LaGrange, Georgia.
The trips to and from LaGrange were made by stagecoach, requiring several days. In the ante-bellum days
the departure of the stagecoach for the 35-mile trip to
Thomasville, Georgia, which would be young Bloxham’s
first overnight stop, meant the blowing of bugles by the
coachman, the scramble for seats by the passengers, the
crack of the great whip over the backs of the two horses,
and then a dramatic disappearance in a cloud of dust
and the final lingering echoes of the “far-sounding
29
horn.’’
Always on lookout for fun, one can imagine that
these trips were never dull to young Bloxham. He was
24.
25.
26.
27.
28.
29.

Leon County, Fla., Records, Deed Book G, p. 568.
Tax List, State Library, Tallahassee.
Mrs. Gertrude Bloxham correspondence.
Idem.
Recollections of Miss Miriam Choate, who declared the trip to
be accurately described in The Tallahassee Girl by Maurice Thompson (1881).
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always seized with laughter over the memory of one
incident of this trip, an incident he anticipated each time
the stagecoach approached the scene of action, which
was a noon-time stop for changing horses and eating
lunch. An old woman who sold apple pies would ring a
bell and cry out: “Open-face, kivered and cross bar!" 30
Brownwood Institute, which has now ceased to exist,
had a beautiful setting. The campus on which the young
Bloxham studied, played and strolled was immense. Its
one-hundred acres of magnificent oaks, velvety lawns and
flower gardens were penetrated by winding walks and
broad driveways, surfaced with white sand. In the center
were the school buildings, which were in English style
designed by English architects. The founder of the
school, Dr. Robert C. Brown, who established it in 1840,
had spared no expense in buildings and equipment. After
Dr. Brown’s death, the school was bought by Dr. Otis
Smith, a Baptist minister from Massachusetts, who must
have been in charge when Bloxham attended. During the
years 1852 and 1853, Dr. Smith had chartered Brownwood to the state as a school for boys with himself as its
president, and for many years it was considered one of
31
the better schools in the South.
When the time came for young Bloxham to go to a
larger institution to study law in preparation for his life
work, his family selected the College of William and
Mary at Williamsburg , Virginia. No doubt its proximity
to the relatives in Fairfax county may have influenced
the family, in making this selection. Bloxham was now
eighteen years of age. The records of the College of
William and Mary are meagre for the years 1853-'54,
32
and 1854-'55, when Bloxham was a student there. He
is listed as having been a Methodist during his first year
30. Mrs. Gertrude Bloxham correspondence.
31. Clifford L. Smith, History of Troupe County, Ga., (1935). This
data was taken from the book for the author by the LaGrange
Chamber of Commerce.
32. The History of the College of William and Mary, (Including the
General Catalogue), from its foundation 1660 to 1874, J. W.
Randolph & English, Richmond, Va., 1874.
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and as an Episcopalian during his second year; and
33
during both years as boarding with a Mrs. Maupin.
Five days before his twentieth birthday, B l o x h a m
received the degree of Bachelor of Laws. As he was an
honor student he was called upon to deliver an address
at the commencement exercises. “The Failure of Free
Government in Europe” was the subject chosen by this
future statesman, whose "engrossing qualities as a profound thinker and eloquent speaker were recognized at
34
college."
After his graduation, as was the custom among some
of the prosperous planters of the South, young Bloxham
35
was given a trip to Europe. Upon his return to Florida
he did not engage in the practice of law, but assisted his
father in the management of his plantations, for by now
the older William Bloxham had purchased other lands
36
about two miles southwest of Tallahassee.
By this time, Martha Bloxham’s health was such
that her husband and son moved from the plantation
to take up temporary residence in a roomy, comfortable
house in Tallahassee, where she could be under the close
supervision of a physician ; however, she died of con37
sumption during 1856, at the age of forty-one.
Her
grave in the Bloxham plot in St. John’s Episcopal Cemetery in Tallahassee bears the dates 1815-1856.
The year 1856 was a memorable one for young Bloxham. As a member of the Leon county delegation to the
Democratic State Convention at Madison on April 16 he
made his debut in politics by helping to nominate Madi38
son S. Perry of Alachua county for governor of Florida.
This was nearly three months before he had celebrated
his twenty-first birthday. 39 His talent for politics must
33. William and Mary Quarterly, 2nd Series, (V.1925) pp. 43, 49.
34. Whitfield, Bloxham, p. 30. Undocumented statement.
35. Idem.
36. Idem.
37. Mrs. Gertrude Bloxham correspondence.
38. Floridian and Journal, April 16, 1856.
39. Bloxham would be twenty-one before the General Election when
the nominee of this Convention would be voted on.
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have been recognized by his elders, or he. never would
have been singled out at such an early age and in a
region where so much political talent existed.
In the meantime, young Bloxham had fallen in love.
Much has been said in Tallahassee about the charm of
Mary Davis, gracious and kindly Virginia girl with whom
he was to enjoy forty-eight years of married life. After
her father, Dr. William Davis, had retired from the practice of medicine at Lynchburg, Virginia, he settled in
Tallahassee, where Mary was a devout member of the
Episcopal Church,40although she had been educated in a
convent in Mobile.
In November 1856 Tallahasseeans read in their
Floridian and Journal:

Married in Lynchburg, Va., on the 28th ult. by
the Rev. Thomas E. Locke, WILLIAM D. BLOXHAM to
MISS MARY C., DAUGHTER OF THE LATE Dr. Wm.
41
Davis, both of Leon Co., Fla.
Mary Davis was just nineteen and already was wellknown and well-liked. William’s parents had never participated actively in the formal social life of Tallahassee,
mainly because of Martha Bloxham’s delicate health;
but this was not the case with Mary’s relatives, who
enjoyed great social popularity.
A year after his marriage young Bloxham bought
from his father, for the sum of $5,000, a plantation west
of town which adjoined the estate of the Princess Murat,
widow of Prince Achille Murat, exiled nephew of Napol42
eon Bonaparte. To this home he took his wife, and
here they lived until they bought the Murat place in 1870.
After five years at the Murat home, the Bloxhams moved
back next door into their own beautifully landscaped
place, with its driveway of oaks, and its lawns and
43
gardens. Here “guests were received with a degree of
40. Mrs. S. D. Shore, of Plant City, Fla., grandniece of Mary Davis
Bloxham, to author, March 14, 1945.
41. Floridian and Journal, November 15, 1856.
42. Leon county, Fla., Records, Deed Book L, p. 674.
43. Recollections of Judge J. B. Whitfield, told to author in 1944.

Published by STARS, 1948

9

Florida Historical Quarterly, Vol. 27 [1948], No. 3, Art. 3

216

THE FLORIDA HISTORICAL QUARTERLY

cordiality which at once dispelled all feeling of restraint
44
and made them perfectly at home."
Those first few years of their married life were to
be their most carefree. A son,45 whom they named William,
was born to them in 1857, and their pleasure in his
arrival was unspoiled by any foreknowledge that his
mind would never develop beyond the childhood stage.
Bloxham became a Master Mason in Tallahassee’s Jack46
son Lodge No. 1 in 1859.
and his wife was active in
St. John’s Episcopal Church.
THE WAR FOR SOUTHERN INDEPENDENCE
Bloxham enlisted first in the War for Southern In47
dependence on April 2, 1861, as a private in Captain
R. B. Hilton’s company, later known as Company D,
First Regiment Florida Infantry, but he was “discharged 25 April, order General Bragg” according to
the company muster-roll. The reason for his discharge
appears in his formal resignation, January 8, 1862, which
gives “disability (chronic disease of lungs).”
Six months after his discharge, Bloxham became active in Florida politics for the second time. He was
twenty-six in 1861, when Leon county’s representative to
the state Legislature, J. B. Galbraith, was elected attorney-general, and Bloxham was elected to this vacancy
without opposition October 7, 1861.
Despite his youth and inexperience, Bloxham took a
leading part in this session, the first after Florida had
seceded, so he made his legislative debut in a time of
trouble. The House Journal for that year shows that he
was an active member. At its first meeting he nominated
S. B. Love of Gadsden county for speaker, which met
48
with unanimous approval of the House. He introduced
44. Floridian, November 16, 1869.
45. Date on headstone in St. John’s Episcopal cemetery, Tallahassee.
46. Masonic Records, Jackson Lodge No. 1, Tallahassee.
47. Official Records, War Department, Office of Adjutant General,
Washington, D. C.
48. House Journal, 1861, p. 5.
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a bill authorizing holders of Treasury notes to exchange
49
them for bonds of the State; and the same day he reported for the Committee on Schools and Colleges.
committee declined to endorse the Governor’s recommendation that the General Assembly authorize the
arsenal at Mt. Vernon (now Chattahoochee) for use as a
Military Academy, an arsenal of construction, and
50
StateArmory.
Despite his part in politics, Bloxham had no intention of remaining out of active military service if he
could help it. Since his resignation had been accepted to
take effect February 11, 1863, Bloxham actually was still
technically in the service when the Trapier Guards organized in Tallahassee on February 27, 1862, and elected
51
him captain. He was retired to civil life again the fol52
lowing year when his father died on March 12, 1863.
53
In reply to a letter in the press suggesting that he
be a candidate for representative in the legislature, and
54
another saying that inasmuch as Captain Bloxham’s
health did not permit him to serve in the Army, the
people thought that he could render them good service
in the legislature, he declined to become a candidate
“for reasons of a character” which he could not “dis55
regard.” These reasons may have been his intention to
get back into the army again, this time in a noncombatant
capacity, for he was appointed captain and assistant
quartermaster, Confederate States Army, to take rank
from February 19, 1864, and assigned to the Fifth Bat56
talion of Florida Cavalry stationed at Madison. Bloxham served until August of that year, and then returned
49. Ibid. p. 243.
50. Idem.
51. Florida Sentinel, (Tallahassee), March 4, 1862.
52. Date on William Bloxham’s headstone, St. John’s Episcopal cemetery, Tallahassee.
53. Florida Sentinel, June 23, 1863.
54. Ibid., June 30, 1863.
55. Ibid., July 21, 1863.
56. Official Records, War Department, Office of Adjutant General,
Washington, D. C.
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to civil life again, his appointment not having been con57
firmed by the Senate.
Then Bloxham turned his attention to his plantation
again. It was larger now, for in October of 1863 he had
purchased two eighty-acre tracts, with improvements,
58
from Richard Saunders, for $2,400. On December 8,
1863, he bought his first piece of Belle Vue, the estate
of the Princess Murat, which adjoined his plantation. His
purchase consisted of forty acres, for which he paid
$1,800. It was improved property, located between Tal59
lahassee and Quincy.
These purchases added two hundred acres of land
which the Leon county tax books show that he owned in
1860. In that year his land had been valued at $12,600 ;
his fifty-two slaves at $31,000 ; twenty horses and
mules at $2,000 ; 200 cattle at $400. He paid $78.41 for
60
state taxes and $18.95 for county taxes. In to
his own property, Bloxham had the estate he had inherited from his father, which made him a fairly wealthy
man in terms of values of this period.
61
On December 8, 1864, his only daughter was born,
and christened Martha Williams Bloxham.
After the war Bloxham with the other planters of
the South tried to adjust themselves, and their former
slaves to a new economy not based upon slave labor.
He established a school for negroes on his plantation,
and hired an educated negro, John Wallace, as its teacher. Wallace later became a State senator in the Republican ranks and the author of Carpetbag Rule in Florida.
Misuse of power in Florida developed under the
management of Thomas W. Osborn of New Jersey, whose
corrupt practices could however, exceed those of a
more radical faction of the Republicans which developed
in 1867. The radicals, known as the Billings-Saunders57.
58.
59.
60.
61.

Idem.
Leon County, Fla., Records, Deed Book N, p. 241.
Ibid., p. 252.
Leon County, Fla., Tax Book for 1860. State Library, Tallahassee.
Date on headstone, St. John’s Episcopal cemetery, Tallahassee.
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Richards faction, and the Osborne faction, “had every62
thing, their own way, with the military to back them,"
since the South had come under military control as a
result of the Reconstruction Acts of March 2 and March
23, 1867.

63

The constitution framed by a convention in 1865 was
turned down by a Republican Congress because it did
not enfranchise the negro. Another constitution was to
be voted on in May, 1868, together with the general
election.
Uniting to fight the common enemy, a Conservative
party had been formed in Quincy on March 31 of that
year by Florida Democrats, former Whigs, Southern
Unionists and some new bona fide white residents from
the North. Bloxham was named as one of the four candidates for Presidential electors for the Seymour-Blair
ticket. The other three candidates were A. J. Peeler of
Leon county, Wilkinson Call of Jacksonville and G. A.
64
Stanley of Pensacola.
With Peeler as a speaking partner, Bloxham
stumped middle Florida in behalf of the Conservative
ticket. He was thirty-three years of age, and already
a good orator. The Floridian declared that no other
speakers in the campaign battled more faithfully or
struck harder or more effective blows for the Conservative cause than did these two. The paper praised especially the fearless and bold manner in which these
two men had exposed the iniquities and corrupt schemes
of the political adventurers, carpetbaggers and Radical
65
office seekers.
The Radical Republicans had nominated Harrison
Reed, a federal postal agent in Florida, who had come
to Florida as direct tax commissioner, for the governorship ; and William M. Gleason, a Northerner who had
62. John Wallace, Carpet Bag Rule in Florida, pp. 44, 45.
63. John Spencer Bassett, A Short History of the United States, pp.
609, 610.
64. Floridian, May 5, 1868.
65. Idem.
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moved into Dade county, for the office of lieutenant66
governor. An example of the discord in the Republican
ranks, and of Bloxham’s ability to capitalize on the situation is found in the Floridian’s account of a meeting the
Conservative Club held in Tallahassee the month before
the election. A mixed crowd had assembled, and after
a stirring speech by Bloxham, there was a call for “Carpetbagger Richards’’ who, as the Floridian reported,
came forward and made a strong speech against Saunders, leader of the rival carpetbag faction. When Richards had finished, the crowd gleefully called for Saunders, who “pitched into ” Richards. Bloxham closed the
meeting by inviting special attention to the split in the
opposition, each denouncing the other as not fit to be
trusted. “Let all who want harmony,” said Bloxham,
67
“unite with the Conservatives."
Despite a Republican victory in the election of 1868,
Bloxham’s campaign for the Conservative party had
brought him before the State as a political leader of
ability. He had ceased to be merely a Leon county politician, and was now considered a statesman to whom the
masses would go “with a rush.” Because of this, in
the off-year election of 1870, the Democrats had him in
mind for the highest place on the State ticket, which
was the office of lieutenant-governor. The other office
68
to be filled was a representative in Congress.
When the convention opened in Tallahassee on August 23, 1870, Silas L. Niblack was selected as the Democratic candidate for Congress, and Bloxham was nominated as the candidate for lieutenant-governor. This was
all done in less than five minutes. Just what Bloxham
had come to mean to Floridians, before he had ever made
a state-wide campaign for office, is indicated in the
Floridian’s comment upon his nomination. His popularity was declared to be unbounded and to extend
66. William T. Cash, History of the Democratic Party in Florida, p. 49.
67. Floridian, April 21, 1868.
68. Ibid., August 2, 1870.
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69

throughout the State. Another newspaper, commenting
upon his nomination, declared him to be “clever, polite,
70
entertaining, and for all of that very determined."
Another paper pointed out that he was extremely popu71
lar with both races, and still another declared him to
72
be a young man of brilliant promise.
The radical nominee who was Bloxham’s opponent
was Dr. Samuel T . Day of Columbia county, while
Niblack’s opponent for the seat in Congress was a negro,
Josiah T. Walls, a ‘“dark mulatto, who had come to
73
Florida from Pennsylvania."
Bloxham made such a vigorous campaign that by
election day, November 9, he had developed strength of
victorious proportions. Several days after the election,
unofficial reports from over the State indicated a Democratic victory. Then came gossip and intrigue about
radical Republican plans to have Day counted in as lieutenant-governor, and the radical candidate Walls counted
out as representative. Wallace wrote concerning the
matter,
The leaders of the ring and such other members
as sat in the “amen corner” at once held a consultation to devise means to successfully behead Bloxham,
74
the Democratic giant.
The canvassing board began counting votes in the
office of the secretary of state on November 29, although
nine counties had not yet been heard from. Having
learned that two of the board were determined to manage
the count so that Day would receive a majority, Bloxham
“had his spies on hand.” Editor Dyke of the Floridian,
from his position at the key-hole outside the locked door,
69. Ibid., September 6, 1870.
70. Ibid., September 13, 1870, quoting Madison Messenger.
71. Ibid., quoting Gainesville Sun.
72. Ibid., quoting Monticello Advertiser.
73. Ibid., August 23, 1870.
74. Wallace, op. cit., p. 133.
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made the definite discovery that nine counties had
yet reported. Bloxham at once to get legal in
stopping the canvass until all returns were recorded.
While Bloxham won this legal point, the radicals brushed
the victory aside by having the judge who had granted
75
the injunction arrested on trumped-up charges.
When the radicals gave Day a fake certificate of
victory over Bloxham, although a final count of all the
counties showed that Bloxham had won by 64 votes,
Bloxham laid the case before the Supreme Court. Here
his election was finally established, but while the Court
was making its decision, the radical-controlled Legislature in session then repealed the act which had created
a Board of Canvassers of three State officers. The Su76
preme Court thereupon dismissed the proceedings.
Bloxham was denied the office to which he had been
elected, but Niblack won his seat in Congress over Walls.
Bloxham was now a prominent figure in Florida politics. Resentment over this injustice won him and
supporters who had previously counted themselves Republicans, while members of his own party became more
devoted to him than ever. Henceforth, Bloxham was to
be referred to by friends and in the newspapers as
“Governor Bloxham.”
Among Bloxham’s most ardent admirers was the
former negro school teacher, John Wallace. As he commented upon this situation in his book he showed his
hero-worship by his expressed belief that the radical
ring had been “for the first time confronted with a political giant, who was destined to overthrow the carpet
77
bag dynasty of Florida."
Jacksonville friends upon first hearing the returns
which showed a majority for Bloxham, sent him the
75. William Watson Davis, The Civil War and Reconstruction in
Florida, pp. 626, 627.
76. Fla. Rpts., v. 13, State ex rel Bloxham vs. Bd. State Canvassers,
pp. 64, 76, 77.
77. Wallace, op. cit., p. 127.
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biggest rooster he had ever seen, along with a large
photograph of himself, and this jingle:
Crow, gallant cock
For the victory won !
Crow for Bloxham,
78
Florida’s favorite son.
About two years later, after impeachment proceedings had been begun against Governor Reed in January
1872, a situation developed which the Democrats hoped
could be solved by claiming the governorship for Bloxham. The Legislature had adjourned sine die, after convening for the impeachment trial, and despite the fact
that the case had not been definitely settled, Reed decided to resume his duties as governor. He did this on
April 8, 1872, while Acting-Governor Day was out of
79
town. This precipitated such a conflict between the two
men over the office that the Democrats in a published
statement suggested to the public that the solution to the
problem was the recognition of Bloxham's victory at the
polls on November 8, 1870. Thus, this “Proclamation
of the People” pointed out, since Bloxham had been
elected lieutenant-governor, the people should give
“their entire obedience to all the proclamations . . . that
may be issued by our legal Governor, William D.
80
Bloxham.
All of this discord within the radical ranks gave the
Conservatives plenty of ammunition for the 1872 election campaigns. As early as January of that year the
81
Tampa Peninsular began looking ahead to the fall election. In an editorial captioned “A Wise Suggestion” this
paper stated, in part: “Give us William D. Bloxham for
Governor, and all the reformation that is desired will
be attained. . . .”
So it was that Bloxham’s name was the only one
presented as their candidate for the governorship when
78. Mrs. Gertrude Bloxham correspondence.
79. Davis, op. cit., pp. 631, 632, 634, 637.
80. Floridian.
81. Floridian, January 30, 1872, quoting the Tampa Peninsular.

Published by STARS, 1948

17

Florida Historical Quarterly, Vol. 27 [1948], No. 3, Art. 3

224

THE FLORIDA HISTORICAL QUARTERLY

the Conservatives held their State convention at Jacksonville on August 14, 1872. As the roll call by counties
brought him every vote,
he was of course declared unan82
imously nominated.
The man who had the honor of
placing Bloxham’s name in nomination was Aristides
83
Doggett of Duval county, son of John L. Doggett who
had been a member of the Legislative Council of the
Territory of Florida in the 1820’s.
Bloxham’s speech before the Convention was a
masterpiece of diplomacy, viewed in the light of the
party’s needs in 1872. Editor Dyke preserved extracts
of it in the Floridian, from which the following
statements are quoted :
Why is it that men of all parties and of every
political faith are here? Four years of misrule, unparalleled in the annals of nations, have caused an
utter stagnation of business, stopped the tide of immigration and caused hundreds of our best men to
seek fortunes among strangers ; heaped a mountain
of debt upon an impoverished people, and steeped
the Legislative Halls in corruption. . . .
The men who followed with honor the banner
of the Lost Cause, unite this evening with those who,
with equal heroism, were led to victory under the
Star Spangled Banner, and now cordially “clasp
hands across the bloody chasm." (Applause).
We not only lay aside our prejudices, but we
assert the equal political rights of all men of every
color and condition and shall see to it that they are
ever preserved inviolate. ( Cheers). When we raised
our banner of reform to “show our faith by our
works” we inscribed upon it the name of Horace
Greeley, (Prolonged cheers). . . .
We cordially take the hand of Liberal Republicans and accord to them the same honesty we claim
84
for ourselves. . . .
82. Ibid., August 20, 1872.
83. Idem.
84. Idem.
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But Bloxham faced obstacles impossible to overcome. One of these was the national political situation,
for the Democrats had little chance of electing Horace
Greeley over so popular an opponent as Ulysses S. Grant.
Bloxham was defeated by Ossian B. Hart, a Republican who had been appointed associate justice of the
Supreme Court by Governor Reed. Wallace, accounting
for the defeat, wrote that Bloxham could have been
elected had he been spared certain friends whose
speeches had not been so conciliatory in tone as Bloxham’s had been. Many of the White Republicans met in
convention at Jacksonville, according to Wallace, and
endorsed Bloxham for governor and Horace Greeley for
president, “and the road looked clear for Bloxham until
85
his so-called friends took the stump." Hart had a majority of between four and five thousand.
Despite the subsequent discoveries of election
86
frauds, Bloxham did not sulk after his defeat; nor was
he discouraged in the fight against radical rule. A friend
urged him to give up the seemingly hopeless political
struggle and move to another state, but Bloxhnm replied :
Let not the disappointments, growing out of
our recent political defeat, warp our judgments in
determining our future course; wait until excitement, naturally engendered by a heated partisan
contest, shall have given place to the “sober second
thought.” It is true, our taxes are ruinously high,
and our material and financial condition not such as
to commend itself; yet let us hope that the incoming
administration will profit by rather than follow in
the wake of the unfortunate mistakes of the one just
closing.
I believe as I have always stated on the
"stump," that Judge Hart is an honest man. It is
true, as is thought by many, that he is a man of
strong prejudices, and not liable to rise to the true
85. Wallace, op. cit., p. 216.
86. Cash, op. cit., p. 65.

Published by STARS, 1948

19

Florida Historical Quarterly, Vol. 27 [1948], No. 3, Art. 3

226

THE FLORIDA HISTORICAL QUARTERLY

dignity of that real statesmanship that would inaugurate a feeling of confidence by a broad and liberal
policy ; while others have grave apprehension of the
influences that will surround him. The future alone
can develop whether or not those fears are well
grounded. But let us not judge in advance . . . let
us rather give a generous confidence and lend a helping hand to assist him in his important duties.
. . . . Let us offer every inducement to immigration, and endeavor by all means to draw from Europe and the over-crowded North a portion of their
muscle and their capital; fill up our State with an
enlightened immigration, and public opinion will
soon correct the evils of an incompetent State
Government . . . .
I feel proud in having received support of a
large number of Northern Republicans who have
made Florida their home. Let us all join hands, then,
to promote immigration - develop our internal
resources and secure for our State a sound financial
87
basis.
Bloxham had not permitted his interest in politics
to absorb all of his time and attention. By 1867 he had
become noted locally for his agricultural experiments.
His sugar cane machinery in 1869 attracted the attention
of a committee from the Leon County Agricultural
88
Society. He continued to add land to his plantation,
and in 1870, about three years after the death of the
89
Princess Murat, he bought Belle Vue her home and
plantation at a public sale, and paid $3,666 for the 366
90
acres it included. The following year he enlarged his
estate with one purchase of 280 acres, for which he paid
$504 “at the court-house door,” and another purchase
91
of 240 acres for $2,100.
87. Floridian, December 24, 1872.
88. Ibid., November 16, 1869.
89. Leon County, Fla., Records, Deed Book Q, p. 130.
90. Ibid., Deed Book P, p. 2631/2.
91. Leon County, Fla., Records, Deed Book Q, pp. 2-99.
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Bloxham was one of thirty chartered members of a
Grange, or chapter, of the Order of Patrons of Husbandry, which was organized in Tallahassee on March
92
21, 1874; and he was elected its secretary. A similar
organization, the Farmers’ Alliance, was to become a
political factor in Florida thirteen years later. Land
holders of Middle Florida, meeting in Tallahassee on
January 5, 1876, gave Bloxham an opportunity to promote one of his favorite projects for the advancement
of Florida-the encouragement of immigration. At a
later meeting he reported his plan “for advertising the
93
resources and attractions of the several counties."
The same year he made an “eloquent speech” on the
subject of advertising home resources at a meeting of
94
Leon County’s Industrial and Immigration Society.
While Florida’s far-seeing citizens were thus trying
to develop a new economy they were also working toward
the turning-point in the Conservative Democratic party’s
long struggle to regain home-rule for Florida. Nearly a
decade of failures had not discouraged them.
In the spring of 1876 Bloxham and other Democratic
leaders turned thoughtfully and resolutely toward the
fall elections. They were determined to win in the gubernatorial race, even if they had to nominate a Northern
man in order to appease the old-line Whigs and to attract
enough Republican votes to carry the election. In the
nomination of Conservative Democrat recruit from the
Northern ranks, the Democrats finally decided to place
their hopes for victory.
George F. Drew, lumberman of Ellaville, Florida,
was the candidate most generally agreed upon in advance
of the Convention at which he was nominated. But why
Drew? There were other able Conservatives in Florida
who during the War had been Unionist in sentiment.
Drew’s wealth may have had something to do with the
fact that he was selected, for he was a successful lumber92. Floridian, March 24, 1874.
93. Ibid., January 11, 1876.
94. Ibid., March 22, 1876.
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man who “was referred to sometimes as Millionaire
Drew.” He was a native of New Hampshire who had
started business in Florida twenty years before the
95
War. The Democratic party needed a candidate with
money to finance his own campaign, but also one whose
reputation for business ability and honesty was
unquestioned.
Drew not only met these requirements but he possessed an attractive personality and a subtle gift for poli96
tics, sometimes disclaimed by himself, but which is
obvious to the student of the political history of Florida
during the eight years of his influence. Historian Davis
says that Drew’s “nomination at this crisis by Florida
97
Democrats was expedient." Fortunately for the Democrats he was available.
Bloxham’s leadership at the two-day State convention of the Conservative Democratic party, June 7-9,
1876, was outstanding. It was upon Bloxham’s motion
that Drew was nominated for governor by acclamation,
98
“amid loud and prolonged cheering." Upon a motion
by Bloxham, the convention proceeded to the nomination
of two presidential electors for the State at large. J. E.
Yonge of Escambia county and Wilkinson Call of Duval
county, Democratic leaders of influence and ability, were
chosen. Alternates were William Curry of Monroe county
and B. F. Wardlaw of Madison.
Upon a motion by Bloxham, the convention proceeded to the election of delegates to the St. Louis Democratic
convention. At the beginning of the meeting, Bloxham
had offered a resolution congratulating the people of
Florida on having elected two Democratic members to
99
Congress.
95. Davis, op. cit., p. 692.
96. Florida Times Union, (Jacksonville), June 11, 1884. Hereafter to
be referred to as Times-Union.
97. Davis, op. cit., p. 692.
98. Floridian, June 13, 1876.
99. The Congressmen were Senator C. W. Jones and Representative
J. J. Finley. Florida’s other members in Congress, Senator S. B.
Conover and Representative W. J. Purman, were Republicans.
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As a member of the State Democratic Executive
committee, Bloxham attended its meeting in Tallahassee
on June 21, when the work of the campaign was planned.
A month later, the committee met in Jacksonville, where
they planned the opening meeting of the campaign, a
grand rally on August 5 at Madison in Drew’s home
county. Over 2,000 attended and Drew was the main
speaker. Other speakers were Bloxham, former governor
Walker, Wilkinson Call R. H. M. Davidson. “Never
before was there such interest . . . ” declared the
Floridian.

100

The Republican ranks in Florida continued to be
split by factionalism during the campaign of 1876. Their
nominee for governor was Marcellus L. Stearns, incumbent ; and for lieutenant-governor, David Montgomery
101
of Madison county.
Candidates and speakers for both
parties now fought in the field and on the platform “with
no holds barred.” W. J. Purnam, Radical nominee for
Congress, wrote a circular criticising Drew’s Union record; Democrats accused Purnam of having caused an
102
innocent person to be murdered Jackson county;
Stearns was accused of having stolen food and supplies
from negroes while connected with the Freedmen’s Bureau ; and David Montgomery was charged with arson.
Bloxham did not engage in the low tactics in which
some of his fellow Democrats were said to have indulged,
although he did attend Republican mass meetings and,
in his more peaceful way, did stir up discontent in the
Republican ranks. Wallace, actively working f o r the
Republican ticket, but sincerely friendly to Bloxham,
wrote that Bloxham was always on hand at the Republican meetings to remind the people of embarrassing facts,
and that he gave the Republicans so much trouble that
they devised a plan to dodge him. They stopped an100. Floridian, Aug. 8, 1876.
101. Davis, op. cit., pp. 689, 690.
102. Wallace, op. cit., p. 336.
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nouncing their meetings by poster, and sent men around
on horseback two or three hours before the meeting
was to start.
“By this means we got clear of Bloxham at our
meetings," Wallace wrote. The plan was not, however,
effective. Although at their meetings the people would
be instructed not to go out to hear Bloxham, “for our
lives we could not keep the black brother away from the
silver tongued orator,” complained Wallace. He
continued :
We would go to a precinct and get the brother
all right for Stearns, and would report that all was
well ; but when we would hear from that precinct
again Bloxham had been there and taken him back.
103
The thing continued until the day of election.
The tense atmosphere preceding the election of 1876
caused a committee of citizens on October 30 to confer
with Governor Stearns on initiating measures to prevent
disturbances on election day. Bloxham was a member of
this committee. The nation was either expecting, or was
planning for, irregularities in the forthcoming presidential electon in the Southern states still under Federal
military control. The New York World on September
5, 1876, announced that the attorney-general planned
to station United States troops in Florida “in the great
colored belt to give protection and a feeling of security
to those counties.” The Floridian believed that this was
“for the sole purpose of serving as an excuse for sending
104
soldiers to aid in carrying an election.
It was historian
Davis’s opinion, however, that the presence of the soldiers was useful in restraining Democrats who were not
over-scrupulous about means, and who sought results
105
primarily.
Although on the face of the returns the Democrats
in Florida elected both their State and National tickets,
103. Ibid., p. 334.
104. Floridian, Sept. 22, 1876.
105. Davis, op. cit., p. 703.
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the State victory was acknowledged only after a bitter
struggle. The National election was decided by partisan
rulings and decisions of the Electoral Commission.
One historian expressed the opinion generally held
in Florida when he wrote that
. . . the election was not without compensations
to the people of Florida. The Federal troops were
soon withdrawn from the state; and with the disappearance of the Federal bayonets, the carpetbag
rule collapsed and the state passed into the hands
106
ofitsown citizens.
Although Mary Bloxham had managed the plantations efficiently during her husband’s absence in his
107
variouscampaigns, plantations without slave labor
were not so lucrative as they had been before the War.
Bloxham was shifting his activities from those of a planter to those of a public official, and in another four years
he would give up his farming entirely. He was appointed
secretary of state by Governor Drew and since his plantation was only two miles from town, he was able to see
almost as much of his family as before. Continuing his
planting, it was noted that at the Middle Florida Agricultural and Mechanical Association’s fair in 1879 he
was both an exhibitor and the orator of the day.
The Campaign of 1880

By October 1879 a Bloxham-for-governor campaign
was under way, developing such proportions that he announced through the Floridian that he was “in no sense
a candidate.” After this, and without Bloxham’s consent,
the Floridian, Florida’s foremost newspaper, continued
whole-heartedly to champion him for the gubernatorial
nomination.
On June 10 Democratic delegates from each county
108
would meet in a nominating convention at Gainesville.
106. James Miller Leake, A Short History of Florida, p. 92.
107. Susan Bradford Eppes, Through Some Eventful Years, pp. 372, 373.
108. Floridian, March 23, 1880.

Published by STARS, 1948

25

Florida Historical Quarterly, Vol. 27 [1948], No. 3, Art. 3

232

THE FLORIDA HISTORICAL QUARTERLY

A letter-writing campaign for Bloxham soon got underway and the newspapers speculated cautiously on
possible candidates.
Although Ocala’s East Florida Banner 109 and the
Jacksonville Union 110 came out for Drew ; and although
111
the Pensacola Gazette
came out for its own favorite
son, General E. A. Perry, a definite feature of the preconvention campaign was the strong undercurrent of
public sentiment for Bloxham. Actually, this sentiment
had been gathering momentum since that election of 1870
in which he had won but did not receive the lieutenantgovernorship.
A letter signed “Jacksonville,” appearing in the
called for Bloxham for governor and John T. Leslie of
112
Hillsborough county for lieutenant-governor.
The Gainesville Sun, which had mentioned Bloxham
for the nomination, declared that the public had yet to
learn Drew’s wishes in the matter of running for reelection. Drew was all this while, as was to be revealed later,
nursing a secret grudge against Bloxham, since Bloxham,
more than any other potential candidate, stood in the
way of Drew’s nomination to succeed himself. Drew's
resentment was not restrained by the knowledge that
the Democratic victory in the State in 1876 had been
113
Moredue more to Bloxham than to any other man.
over, Drew was well aware of the fact that his elevation
to the governorship in 1876 had been in no sense a per114
sonal reward.
He must have know at that time that
Bloxham was the man the people would have preferred
as governor.
Drew’s recollections of conversations which he
claimed had taken place between himself and Bloxham
during pre-convention days became known to the public
four years later through the columns of the Jacksonville
109. East Florida Banner, April 24, 1880.
110. Jacksonville Union, April 20, 1880.
111. Pensacola Gazette, March 23, 1880.
112. Floridian, October 1, 1879.
113. Wallace, op. cit., p. 127. See also Eppes, op. cit., pp. 372, 373.
114. Times-Union, June 11, 1884.

https://stars.library.ucf.edu/fhq/vol27/iss3/3

26

Carson: William Dunnington Bloxham: The Years to the Governorship

WILLAM D. BLOXHAM

233

Floridian nearly eight months before the convention,

Times-Union. His charges that Bloxham had promised
him that he would not become a candidate for the governorship in 1880,
if Drew wanted to run, were written in
115
a vein of fury.
Bloxham’s reply, published four days
later in the Times-Union, revealed that, instead of having
promised Drew that he would stay out of the gubernatorial race in 1880 if the governor wanted to enter it, he
had on the contrary urged Drew not to try for a renomi116
nation.
Also he contradicted a statement by Governor
Drew that he (Bloxham) had promised in the presence
of certain friends that he would publish a card in the
Jacksonville Union refusing the use of his name in the
117
convention.
Drew in his published statement accused
Bloxham of “astonishing duplicity” and “political trickery” previous to the nominating convention in 1880.
Replied Bloxham, in his published statement of June 15,
1884: “This is the first intimation that I could notice
that Governor Drew’s personal relations with myself
were not pleasant.”
No documentary evidence in support of Drew’s
charges has as yet been found, and none of the witnesses
mentioned by him ever gave the press corroborative
statements. Articles in the Floridian, together with an
interview by its editor, supply some documentary evidence in support of many of Bloxham’s statements in
118
reply.
Bloxham did not attend the convention which would
place his name at the head of the State Democratic ticket
for the 1880 election. The delegates assembled in Gainesville on June 10 at Roper’s hall. The Fernandina Mirror
praised the delegation extravagantly:
For intelligence, culture and gentlemanly bear115. Idem.
116. Floridian, June 15, 1884.
117. Idem.
118. Ibid., June 17, 1884.
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ing, the Democratic Convention of 1880 has never
119
been surpassed on this continent. . . .
Bloxham’s name was placed before the convention
120
by J. E. Yonge of Escambia and Drew’s was offered by
T. H. Willard of Madison. Mr. Willard’s nominating
speech was a high tribute to the governor and his administration. The third name presented was that of Samuel
Pasco.
The first roll-call result was Bloxham 116, Drew 95,
and Pasco 42. On the second Bloxham gained 101/2 votes,
121
whileDrew lostnine.
Before the ballot was taken, Governor Drew’s
name was withdrawn by George P. Raney and immediately General E. A. Perry’s name was thrown into the
conflict. The third ballot stood: Bloxham 1591/2, Pasco
60, and Perry 321/2. The names of Pasco and Perry were
then withdrawn and the vote for Bloxham was made
122
unanimous.
Livingston W. Bethel of Monroe county received
the nomination for lieutenant-governor. As a running
mate for Bloxham, Bethel’s nomination produced general
satisfaction. He was important politically in his own
county, where only three years previously he had been
winner in a spirited election. He was known in Florida in
1880 as a young man of exceptional mental ability and
personal charm, and as the most popular man in Monroe
123
county.
Tallahassee staged a tumultuous recognition of the
fact that their hometown favorite had received the gubernatorial nomination. Everyone in “Bloxhamdon” who
could walk, ride horseback, or come by carriage, buggy
or wagon, gathered in front of the Colonel T. W.
Brevard introduced Bloxham as one “whose voice, during the past 15 years, has been heard on the side of right
119.
120.
121.
122.
123.

Floridian, June 15, 1880, quoting Fernandina Mirror.
Idem.
Floridian, June 17, 1884.
Ibid., June 15, 1880, quoting Fernandina Mirror.
Floridian, June 15, 1880.
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on every political battlefield in Florida,” and Bloxham
replied with his usual eloquence. There was the boom of
124
cannon and a parade of the Governor’s Guards.
The canvass was probably the hardest in which Bloxham had ever been engaged. He entered it with plenty of
campaign experience however, as it was his fourth political “swing round the circle.” The campaign opened in
July in Key West, with Bloxham, in company with Gen125
eral Perry, Senator Call and R. H. M. Davidson.
Through August, September and October Bloxham followed a schedule prepared and published in advance by
the State Democratic Executive Committee. The press,
for the most part, was extravagantly friendly.
Drew and Bloxham made an outward show of party
harmony in the campaign. While speaking at his Live
Oak meeting in September, Bloxham was praising Drew
when that gentleman entered the hall. Responding to the
call for “Drew,” the former governor stated that he had
come to the meeting for the purpose of endorsing
126
Bloxham.
The election was very quiet. In Tallahassee there
wasn’t even a street fight. Bloxham’s majority was
5,081; while Drew’s in 1876 had been only 497. Truly,
the Democrats had made progress since they had ousted
carpetbag rule in 1876. The Republican candidate whom
Bloxham had defeated was former U. S. Senator S. B.
Conover, a man who had done everything in his power
in 1876 to have the presidential votes of Florida counted
for Hayes. And now, in the 1880 campaign against Bloxham, Conover had been able to carry only six of the
State’s thirty-nine counties : Alachua, Duval, Jefferson,
Leon, Marion and Nassau. In these “black belt” counties
he had polled nearly half of his entire vote.
The convention which nominated Bloxham had gone
on record as favoring the disencumberment of the State’s
124. Ibid., June 15, 1880.
125. Semi-Weekly Floridian, August 3, 1880.
126. Ibid., September 21, 1880, quoting Live Oak Bulletin, September
18, 1880.
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Internal Improvement Fund, the granting of public lands
for the construction of a railroad through South Florida,
and the completion of the road from the Apalachicola
river to Pensacola. 127
How successfully Bloxham carried out his party’s
plans is a story of statecraft, and as such does not
belong to this narrative of Bloxham the crusader.
A study of William Dunnington Bloxham’s life reveals his political career as falling into three diverse
patterns. In dealing with problems of the War for Southern Independence and Reconstruction, he was the aggressive consolidator of the conservatives, and it is as such
that we have thus far seen him. In his first administration, when he would lift the lien against the State-owned
lands and start an era of railroad building, he would
make history as an executive. For his second administration, when he would hold the Democratic party together
by a more peaceful course than circumstances had required of him during his earlier years, he would become
the tactful and conciliatory party man. Many Floridians
like to think of him, however, in those earlier days, when
he was called upon to sacrifice his time, talents and
money without immediate reward, though the reward
came at last.
127. Floridian, June 15, quoting Fernandina Mirror.
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